
News From North Branch

If you would like to submit anything for the 
Newsletter, please call us at 800/920-4725.

The summer sun is shining in Champlin! The flowers we 
planted in spring are now in full bloom and the residents 
are enjoying a newly hatched nest of baby birds out on the 
patio. The residents and staff have welcomed a new activities 
director in June. She has been getting to know everyone and 
is quickly becoming a part of the Gracewood family. For the 
4th of July we made paintings of fireworks. It was a big hit 
with the residents and the staff who popped in to help. We also 
painted some flower pots. Bingo still remains the favorite for 
the residents. They win prizes 2 times a week, but they would 
play every day if they had the chance!  Join us for our Night to 
Unite Neighborhood party on August 2nd at 6pm. Festivities 
will include entertainment and an ice cream social!

 Summer is in full swing and we hope you are enjoying it 
as much as we are at Gracewood in North Branch.  Our 
residents have been out on our beautiful patios drinking 
in the sunshine.  We recently had Mother’s and Father’s 
Day celebrations.  It is so wonderful to see the huge 
smiles on the residents’ faces when they can enjoy toe 
tapping music and wonderful desserts together.  We have 
been very happy to welcome Cheryl Heddan as our New 
Activity Coordinator.  She is doing a fabulous job and our 
Gracewood family members have welcomed her with open 
arms.  We all hope that you have a wonderful summer 
blooming with blessings!

News From Champlin

January/February/March 2016

“A perfect summer day is when the sun is shining, the breeze is blowing, the 
birds are singing, and the lawn mower is broken.” 

July/August/September 2016



News From Baldwin
Greeting from Comforts of Home in Baldwin. We have had 
an exciting month; we have welcomed 2 more residents 
in to our home. We have also started up a new garden in 
the back yard with an assortment of veggies. We also have 
gotten flowers to put outside. The residents have been 
enjoyed planting them. Our residents favorite thing to do 
this month has been going on short walks enjoying the 
sunshine and sitting on the patio furniture. We also have 
been taking advantage of the warm weather by having our 
10am social outside for the residents to get some fresh air. 
We are hoping that our veggie garden turns out so we can 
find some new recipes to try out with our fresh veggies. 
We can’t wait to see what the next coming months hold 
for us. 

Summer is here and there are a lot of activities for 
residents and staff.  We had a Spring Prom where many 
dressed up and had a great time.  Frederic Family Days 
was in June with fireworks, lots of town activities ending 
with a parade that some residents were in and many 
enjoyed watching.  Many of our residents enjoy being 
outside on our patio and some even have volunteered 
to make a few flower boxes. The residents love Puppy 
Fridays - Ernie and Pippy come and give lots of love 
and kisses.  We are ready to celebrate the 4th of July 
courtesy a donation of decorations from a local business.  
We continue to feel blessed to work with such amazing 
residents and staff!

News From Frederic



News From Fridley
Summer is here and the flowers are 
beautifully in bloom thanks to our residents 
with green thumbs who take such good 
care of them throughout the season!  In 
April residents enjoyed a Luau with music, 
food and festive drinks and in May they 
enjoyed sampling different types of beer 
on Beer Tasting day which is always a 
favorite event.  In June we honored our 
veterans with the help of our friends at 
Allina.  They gave a great presentation and 
slide show before issuing all certificates of 
appreciation for their service.

News From Lino Lakes
Summer is finally here and everyone at Lino Lakes 
is taking full advantage of it! We have been enjoying 
the sun on the patio, grilling and enjoying each 
other.

Come join us during Blue Heron Days on August 
20th at the Lino Park. We will be playing games and 
getting out in the community to introduce ourselves. 
We would love to have your support and be entered 
into a raffle! 

We have some exciting new activities coming to 
Gracewood like daily stretching and movement, 
trivia hour, happy hour, and much more. We are 
looking forward to have volunteers come and help 
us and have some musicians come in to engage our 
residents. If you would like to know more, please 
talk to the House Manager. 

 We are going to continue to grow together and 
welcome in the new residents.  



 
 Hello from Comforts of Home-Riverside in 
Chippewa Falls! We welcomed summer with 
some planting of flowers! Tenants have enjoyed 
the planting process and taking care of them. 
The nice sunny weather has bought many furry 
friends to our patio! Rocky our friendly raccoon 
friend wasn’t doing well, but he was brought 
to an animal hospital and was released back to 
the woods!   

Tenants also enjoyed a mother’s day tea party. At 
the party tenants sipped on hot tea and were able 
to enjoy some tasty treats as everyone discussed 
their mothers and what made them so great! 

Looking forward to spending lots of time outside 
in the sunshine! Don’t forget your sunblock! We 
welcome new tenant Jill this past June!  

News From Chippewa Falls

News From Hudson
Wow, the spring is gone and summer is upon us! 
Where has the time gone you ask? With the many 
flower beds being planted, the raised garden being 
tended to, watching the wildlife (squirrels, deer, 
ducks and ducklings, and even a raccoon at night), 
a Mother’s Day Brunch, Father’s Day lunch, and 
laughter and love, this has been one spring to 
remember! 
We were so blessed to have so many families come 
join in our Mother’s Day and Father’s Day cel-
ebrations. The staff, residents and family members 
listened to great music, talked, laughed and ate 
amazing food all while making memories to last a 
lifetime. We are looking forward to making many 
more memories with our summertime activities.  



News From Highland Park
Now that summer is here the fun begins!!! Here at 
Highland, we kicked off our summer starting with planting 
our new vegetable garden with lots of help from residents, 
families and staff. Along with all the maintenance that 
goes with gardening, we’re keeping busy with festivities 
and fun activities! In June we had a Sweetheart Dance 
with lots of good music and plenty of people dancing the 
evening away!  Father’s Day we honored our men with 
a fun BBQ and each of the men received a betta fish 
compliments of Carefree Aquariums.   We’re preparing 
for our 4th of July picnic then watching fireworks. In 
August we will have our first National Night out party 
here at Highland Park where we will enjoy games, music 
and root beer floats!
We wish you all well, be blessed.

News From White Bear Lake

Summer has arrived at White Bear Lake! Residents have been spending time on our front porch with the new décor 
enjoying the beautiful weather as well as tending to our two new raised garden beds located on the west side of 
the building. We are excited to have our first lettuce and spinach to try. We have tomatoes and green peppers that 
we love to water and watch grow bigger with these sunny days. We look forward to our beans and peas!
We have scheduled two boat trips on White Bear Lake with a group called Bear Boating. They take residents on 
a pontoon boat ride on the beautiful lake right here in our beautiful town. It will be fun to see the scenery, feel the 
sun and the wind and smell the fresh air of the lake! We are all very excited for our trip!
We have been having fun together meeting our many new friends that have joined us this past quarter and look 
forward to meeting many new friends. Happy summer!  



News From River Falls

Greetings from Mendota Heights! We have had some 
exciting changes recently. We would like to introduce 
our new RN Hibaq Hirsi to our White Pine Team in 
Mendota Heights. We are excited to have her apart of 
our team! Please feel free to come in and say hello. 
This summer we are looking forward to tending our 
raised garden beds full of herbs and veggies. To kick 
off this summer we have been enjoying afternoons out 
on the patio, eating lunch, chit chatting with others and 
participating in various activities outside. We hope to 
spend as much time as we can outside getting lots of 
fresh air and sunshine. We are all thankful summer is 
finally here.

River Falls Comforts of Home had its 1st 
annual Car show on Sunday June 12, 2016. 
The car show was a success! We had 40 car 
entries that were spread throughout the cam-
pus. Our festivities not only included the 
car show, there was music, food, ice cream 
truck and tons of fun! The end of the show 
included car judging and 15 trophies were 
handed out including Best in Show trophy. 
The residents and families enjoyed having 
the classic cars on campus and already are 
looking forward to next year’s car show!

News From Mendota Heights



News From St. Croix Falls
Hello everyone from St. Croix Falls. Many 
exciting activities going on.  Stacey the Activity 
gal helped residents plant a garden, the veggies 
are doing well. We want to say good bye to pastor 
Kevin, for about 13 years he has been our gardener 
and grounds keeper.  He has retired, thanks Kevin 
for all your help and dedication. Diane from Wild 
Wood Flowers and her assistant has taken over 
the planting and gardening. They have made up 
a wonderful fairy garden.  If anyone in the area 
wants to stop by and take a look, we would be 
glad to show you the fairy garden. Thanks to the 
both of you it is amazing. Happy birthday to the 
following residents, Garden Carson, Raymond 
Lee, Janet Adams, Ruth Lone, Meitner Gretchen, 
and Dokken Hellie. Polk County Fair is coming up the end of July and our centenarian will be Edith Propp.  Thanks to all 
the hard work and dedicated staff here in St. Croix Falls. Smile and laughter goes along ways.  If anyone is interested in 
joining us for our monthly music, please contact the House Manager or Activity Director. The cook’s Quote: “You’ve gone 
this far, so go that extra mile for someone, it won’t hurt”. Until next time enjoy the summer, wish everyone good health 
and happiness.

Summer is here and at Gracewood in Maplewood we 
have been enjoying the beautiful weather out on the 
patio. In April we went on an outing to Como Zoo 
and visited the conservatory to look at all the beautiful 
flowers. The residents really had a great time. In the 
month of May, we had a very cute visitor with one of 
Shelly miniature ponies, we were all able to pet and 
visit, hear all about them. Were all hoping to have 
them come and visit us again! Well this past month 
was busy with entertainment, and for Father’s Day all 
of the men got to enjoy lunch from Famous Daves, 
and everyone really seemed to enjoy their meal. We 
look forward to the rest of this wonderful summer 
and seeing a lot of the families for our National Night 
out in August on the 2nd.

News From Maplewood



News From Inver Grove Heights
  Summer is short in Minnesota so we are taking advan-
tage of every moment here in Inver Grove Heights.

   Our residents and many wonderful volunteers have 
been busy planting our garden with various vegetables, 
and have loved watching the plants grow each week.  
Once the vegetables are ready to be picked they will be 
donated to our local food shelf to help feed families in 
Inver Grove Heights!

Inver Grove Heights celebrated summer with a BBQ. We 
had a face painter, balloon animals and a DJ. The DJ was 
wonderful and so much fun; we put on our dancing shoes 
and had a blast!! On June 14th our residents celebrated 
Flag Day and each received an American Flag with breakfast.  A few of those residents continued with the red, white and 
blue theme and made some very yummy cupcakes to share with everyone!

  The residents are preparing for more fun in the upcoming months with even more summer themed parties, such as a 
Summer Beach Party and a Hawaiian Luau. 

Wishing all of you a very happy, joyful, summer. 

  Summer has finally arrived! We have all been enjoying the warm 
weather that summer brings to us. We have been appreciating our 
daily walks, watching our flowers bloom, and our veggies grow! We 
have many summer events planned, but the most recent one was our 
entertainment from Bob the Beachcomber. He is always a pleasure 
every year because the children come from Sunshine Learning center 
to visit us. The children are all different ages and they dance and 
sing through the whole performance! The residents love to see their 
smiling and energizing faces.  Also, a resident from the Assisted 
Living building, plays the accordion for us quite often… especially 
right before another performance! We are looking forward to our 
annual outside band night, and other summer happenings planned! 

News From Menomonie



News From Cottage Grove
We love springtime getting outside again to enjoy the sun 
and fresh air! We planted lots of flowers and some tomatoes 
and veggies to share with anyone who needs them in both 
buildings. Watching the deer & baby fawn, turkeys and all 
wildlife and birds around us is a favorite past time. We have 
such a beautiful setting! We have had some great music 
entertainers come to play the piano and guitar & serenade 
us. We get our bodies moving in the morning with some ex-
ercises and then play games too. We have a great bunch of 
friends and love to sit and visit and shoot the breeze. In our 
Memory Care building, we love getting outside and watch-
ing the wildlife that encircled our home. We have had great 
entertainers come in and get our feet tapping and dancing & 
we play tambourines!  Therapy dogs Cali Rose & Dempsey 
spend every Tuesday afternoon with us and bring us lots of 
smiles!  We enjoyed celebrating all the special days includ-
ing Easter, Mother’s Day, Father’s Day, Flag Day, Memorial 
Day and July 4th! The staff do a lot of different activities 
and make us laugh so we enjoy our days while they are here 
to help us! 

The past three months have brought many new faces 
to Gracewood of Hugo.  We have welcomed new 
residents, special guests and performers.
 April started with a wonderful performance by 
the CD Choir.  They are a group of young adults that 
share their talents with others.  They sang a variety of 
songs that were familiar and some theme songs from 
popular television shows.  
Also, the residents were surprised when a horse walked 
through the door one afternoon in April.  The residents 
could pet and even brush the therapy horse named Dr. 
Pepper.
 Mother’s Day came early in May.  We celebrated our 
mothers with music by Reminisce followed by cake and 
ice cream.  A local Girl Scout troop also visited in May.  

They came to help us plant a wide variety of flowers in pots to decorate our patios.  They sang some of their favorite Girl 
Scout songs and lead us in a sing-a-long as well.  The Stokes family performed their recital pieces for us in May too.  The 
family consisted of a trio on piano, cello, and violin.
 In June we honored our fathers with a father’s day picnic.  We had burgers for dinner followed by Steve Rosa leading 
us in a sing-a-long on his guitar.
 Here in Hugo, we are looking forward to nice summer days to get outside on the patio.  A beach party on the patio is 
planned for the end of July.  We wish everyone a safe and happy summer.
 

News From Hugo



“Mom loves the staff.  We feel confident that she’s safe and cared for.  We know they work hard and appreciate it so much!”-
Family of Olivia “Libby” Francour

News From Blaine
Hello from Blaine. So far we have had a beautiful spring and summer here in Minnesota.  With the help of some 
residents, volunteers and staff an amazing vegetable garden, and several flower gardens have been planted around 
the property.  There is nothing better than to relax on our patio and watch the flowers grow.  Blaine 1 has welcomed 
a new cook and we have already had our first cooks meeting to exchange ideas, way to go Sue. 
Residents and staff have been very busy lately. We enjoyed a Mother’s Day tea party, with mini sandwiches and 
desserts.  The ladies and gentlemen wore big hats, boas, and beads to make the day even more fun. Since we didn’t 
want to have the guys feel left out, we had our second annual Father’s Day carnival.  Our volunteers manned 11 
games, and made sure everyone won a few prizes.  The White Pine t-shirts were snapped up quickly, as a reminder 
of the good time that was had by all.
One of our favorite events this Spring, was a visit with Dotty and her animals. Dotty came for a visit with 4 chickens, 
2 cuddly lambs and 2 goofy baby goats.  Every resident that wanted too was able to hold one of each animal.
The month of July will end with a group of square dancers, twirling around our dance floor. We are not sure what 
will top this wonderful summer, but will relax and enjoy the sunshine until our next adventure.


